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Editor’s Message
Dan Cole — Editor Absaroka Arrow

These past two issues of the Absaroka Arrow have been fun to produce. Why? I’d had several
great contributions from our membership that really added to the newsletter. The beautiful pictures
that have graced our cover from Lynnsey Slanina and the nice article and photos from Jim and
Karen Grace about their exciting trip to Europe highlighted the issues.
I enjoy doing the newsletter, but the biggest challenge has and will continue to be getting content.
Without content the newsletter become nothing more than my passing on Porsche stuff as filler. It
never tells our membership about the fun things we do collectively, or as individuals in our Porsches that would make others want to join PCA or explore a place we went to as a club that perhaps they missed the month earlier.
Inputs can be photos, stories, a favorite recipe, it doesn’t’ matter. Maybe you found a great new
Porsche product, or learned something while changing the oil, all of that is fun to share and the
new content will draw members to read the newsletter as well.
One of the items Jo and I have tried to accomplish in the newsletter over the years is to have the
Calendar so you can print it and put on the refrigerator, or wherever you all put stuff like that. That
way you’ll always know what’s going on in the Absaroka Region.
Please continue to submit your inputs so we can make our newsletter even better next year. Ideally I’d like to have in each newsletter the following: Editor and Presidents messages, upcoming
events, past events, PCA/Region Activities, and some form or technical article. The technical article is always a challenge.
Thanks for a fun year. It’s great to have my little car back and healthy and I’m looking forward to
next year and hopefully going to Rennsport Reunion in September. Any takers?

Dan
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Stephanie’s President’s Message
Stephanie Haider —- President Absaroka Region

Happy Halloween,
I was so happy to see the great turnout for the New Member Party. We actually had new members Gordon Riha, Buddy & Judy Kastrop, Scott & Dee Mattison and Cheri Oakes attend, as well
as our scholarship recipient Ashlie Grinsteiner. We also had some members attend that we haven’t seen in a while. A big thanks again to Eric & Stephanie for hosting the party. Great job!!!
We unofficially selected our new officers for the 2018-2020 year. They are:
Herb Stoick, President
Jack Burke, Vice-President
Lynnsey Slanina, Secretary
Stephanie Haider, Treasurer.
Congratulations to you all.
I would like to know if someone is interested in hosting the Christmas party. We have it planned
for December 17th at 3:00 pm. Please let me know if you would be interested.
For our new members; I want to let you know that ACES (All Color Embroidery Services) has our
region logo and would love to embroider something for you. They have a great selection of shirts,
hats, jackets, vests, or you can bring in your own items and they are happy to embroider them for
you. These make great gifts for your family members.
Our next breakfast meeting will be November 11th at Grains of Montana in Billings at 9:00 am. I
hope to see you there.
During the new member party some great ideas were mentioned for next year’s activities. If you
have something you would be interested in doing please let Herb or I know. We try and have a
tentative activity schedule planned by the first of the year so you can mark your calendars for the
one’s you are interested in.
Stephanie
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Breakfast
Please join us for a cup of
coffee or a hearty breakfast! Every second Saturday,
rain, sleet, snow, or sunshine, the Absaroka Region
meets for breakfast, and
you are welcome! Meet
with us at Grains of Montana located at 926 Grand
Ave, in Billings, at 9:00 AM,
for good food and spirited
conversation.
It’s a great opportunity to
meet other club members,
look at an ever-changing
collection of Porsches, and
enjoy a tasty meal. It is also
a very good reason to get
out of bed on a Saturday
morning and meet the folks
before tackling the honeydo list!
Don’t be shy, please join us!
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Every 2nd Saturday

Join Us for

2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER
11th

Absaroka Region – Billings Breakfast Club – Grains of Montana,
Billings, MT

DECEMBER
9th

Absaroka Region – Billings Breakfast Club – Grains of Montana,
Billings, MT

17th

Absaroka Region – Christmas Party, Billings, MT

Nominated New Officers for 2018 - 2020
President – Herb Stoick
Vice President – Jack Burke
Secretary – Lynnsey Slanina
Treasurer – Stephanie Haider

FUELED BY VOLUNTEERS
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New Member Party
The New Members Party this year was one of the
best in a long time. It was one of the best attended
since some of the parties at Bill’s Prancing Horse in
Big Timber and we got to meet four new members to
our Absaroka Region and president Stephanie
Haider came up with a great idea of inviting our All
Euro Car Show Scholarship recipient as well. Our
hosts Erik and Stephanie Krueger opened their
beautiful home to all of us which I know is a difficult
thing to do, but it was very much appreciated by all
in attendance. The activity at their home really made
the party seem like a close reunion of friends, and
that is the whole point to our little car club.
recipient of annual Scholarship from the All Euro Car
Show.
Buddy and Judy Kastrop from Billings drive a 2011
Ruby Red Carrera 4s Cabriolet. Buddy is a retired
orthodontist.
Gordon Riha lives in Billings and has a white 2017
Carrera 4S. Gordon is a general/trauma surgeon
here in Billings at Billings Clinic.
Scott and Dee Mattison are transfers to the Absaroka Region from Hill Country Region inTexas.
Scott drives a 911 and is going to open a Porsche
repair service here in Billings.
Cheri Oakes is the better half of member Doug
Oakes. Cheri just got a new Boxster and it’s great to
welcome her into our fold as well.
So again, welcome to the Absaroka Region!
From outside Billings, Tom Agnew drover from Big
Timber in his Cayman, Jim and Karen came from
Red Lodge, and Anthony Wain and Lynnsey Slanina
from Edgar in their 928.

New members in attendance this year were Buddy
and Judy Kastrop from Billings, Gordon Riha from
Billings, Scott and Dee Mattision from Billings, and
Cheri Oaks, wife of member Doug Oaks from Roberts. Also our surprise guest was Ashlie Grinsteiner, From Billings we had; Stephanie Haider, Dan Cole
a student at City College of Billings and this year’s
and Jo Pintz-Cole, Graham Beckett and Susan Pea-
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cock, Erik and Stephanie Krueger, Tom and Sherri
Moffet, Rick and Kathy Brookshire, Jim and Francie
Hasbrouck, Fred Magers, Herb Stoick, travelling solo
was Patti Burke (Jack was in Boston babysitting a
new grandbaby. He has his priorities in the right
spot!).
The pot luck of multiple varieties of salads, potatoes,
all kinds of delicious hors d'oeuvres and grilling of
sirloin steaks, and teriyaki chicken was delicious!
Erik and Stephanie had some wonderful German
Paulaner Oktoberfest Märzen it made this writer’s
day!
After the dinner, President Stephanie held a Region
meeting where a slate of new officers were nominated or “volunteered.” For 2018-2020 the new officer nominees are:
Nominated New Officers for 2018-20
President – Herb Stoick
Vice President – Jack Burke
Secretary – Lynnsey Slanina
Treasurer – Stephanie Haider
They will be confirmed by a ballot Stephanie will be
sending out in the near future.

ABSAROKA REGION 9

Driving a Porsche Fast in Europe
By Jim and Karen Grace

of five or six cars with a lead car – our leader was a
former president of American Express Europe – and
In September we took a trip we’d been anticipating
left Stuttgart in the rain for the autobahn drive to
since we first learned of it many Porsche Parades
ago. We went with Fast Lane Travel on their Treffen Austria and Switzerland. In spite of the weather, this
Plus week long trip through Germany, Austria, Swit- was a day to get to know your car while driving fast.
zerland and Italy. We drove a new black-on-black
We took a windy drive up a mountain at the east end
Targa – it had less than 5000 miles on it and was the of Lake Constance for lunch where the clouds parted
only Targa in the group.
momentarily to give us our first view of the Alps.
The trip started in Stuttgart where we met the 40 or This was also a good first driving test that gave us a
small idea of the challenging driving ahead of us.
so people we would be traveling with, visited the
Mercedes museum and enjoyed the first of several
luxurious hotels and multi-course meals. We also
learned the route we would be taking and the rules
of the road in the various countries.
The next day we got our Porsches, split into groups

The afternoon drive to Pontresina, Switzerland near
St Moritz was truly breath taking as we traversed
mountain roads in an early snowstorm. It wasn’t so
bad for those of us used to Montana mountain roads
but many of our fellow drivers were from warmer and
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flatter states. Everyone survived.

tour of Bellagio, a ferry ride across the lake, a sunset
cruise to an island for dinner with the rumor that
It was great preparation for the next day when we
George Clooney was in residence on the same istook a circular route through more Alpine mountain
passes than we could count. While the weather was land, a fun rally to Lake Lugano and more elaborate
but excellent meals.
much better, there was still snow as one mounted
and descended serpentine after serpentine. The
After a few days, we were on the road back to Stuttroads were quite narrow with lots of motorcycles and gart stopping at the west end of Lake Constance.
Then back on the autobahn where we passed the
150 mph mark and felt the trip was a success. In
Stuttgart we regretfully returned our cars, visited the
very impressive Porsche factory and the equally impressive Porsche museum where we had a last dinner among the cars with the group of people we’d
enjoyed the week with.
Jim decided that in spite of having said he’d never
have an automatic transmission in a Porsche, he
loved the Targa and how quickly it shifted gears
automatically and held the road even at high speeds.
And we both felt it was a trip of a lifetime.
bicycles – at least as many as the Beartooth Highway in the summer although fewer cars.
The scenery is, as you would expect, spectacular
featuring cows with their tinkling bells, picturesque
valley towns and impressive mountains. It was all
very green and we could almost imagine that Heidi
and the grandfather would appear at any moment.
We moved on through more Alpine passes to Italy
and Lake Como where we were treated to champagne and snacks on the veranda of our beautiful
hotel. Again there were exciting and challenging
drives on narrow and twisty roads around the lake, a
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Absaroka Sponsors
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Absaroka Sponsors

2017 Absaroka Scholarship Recipient — Ashlie Grinsteiner
Dear Members of the Absaroka Porsche
Club,
I wanted to thank you for your kindness and generosity. I am honored to receive this
Scholarship that you have selflessly provided the automotive students. The Absaroka Porsche Scholarship will help pay for my tuition and books for each semester. I appreciate each and every one
of the members that participated in the car show. lt is amazing that
you have been giving the proceeds to the City College automotive
students since 2011. I hope to one day be able to participate in the
car show and give back to the community just as you have.
The automotive program has taught me so much about cars already, and I cannot wait to see what the rest of this program has in
store. The City College has also gotten me involved with Skills USA.
Skills has taught me that I can be a great technician as long as I put
in the effort to do so. After college I would like to work as a technician in small shop. Then I would love to
share my knowledge with people that have the same interests as me. I could see myself teaching a high
school automotive class or even here at the City College.
Receiving this scholarship will push me to do even better in classes because I am not only representing the
City College; I am representing the kindness of the Absaroka Porsche Club as well. Thank you for choosing
me to receive this scholarship.
Sincerely,
Ashlie Grinsteiner
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Rain, fog, red flag – Porsche 919 Hybrids finish third and fourth
Stuttgart. The Porsche LMP Team had to be content with third and fourth place finishes at the seventh of nine rounds of the FIA World Endurance
Championship (WEC). The six-hour race on the Fuji
International Speedway was hampered by persistent
rain plus fog and staged in only 14 degree Celsius
ambient temperature and 16 degree track temperature. Interruptions and neutralizations influenced the
track action. Neel Jani (CH), André Lotterer (DE) and
Nick Tandy (GB) finished in third place. This year’s
Le Mans winners Earl Bamber (NZ), Timo Bernhard
(DE) and Brendon Hartley (NZ) had started from
pole position and came home fourth with Bamber
impressively recording the fastest race lap (1:37.702
minutes on lap 19 of 115). The second red flag came
after four hours and 31 minutes and the race was not
restarted. As just over 75 per cent of the scheduled
race duration had been completed, full points were
awarded. In the manufacturers’ world championship
standings, Porsche continues to lead with now 270
points, Toyota follows on 211.5 points after their one
-two win on home soil. Bamber/Bernhard/Hartley top
the drivers’ rankings with 172 points, their advantage
over the best placed Toyota drivers having melted to
39 points. Jani/Lotterer/Tandy remain in fourth position now on 98 points. At the eighth and penultimate
2017 WEC race in Shanghai (CN) on November 5th,
Porsche wants to convert its match point into a successful title defense.

After a touch with the number 8 Toyota (Sébastien
Buemi), a flap on the front right is missing. Half an
hour into the race, fog is increasing, nevertheless
Lotterer is catching up. End of lap 22, he overtakes
the Toyota number 7 (Kamui Kobayashi) and now
lies third. From lap 29 onwards, the safety-car is on
track again. After 33 laps the team calls Lotterer to
pit for full service. Neel Jani takes over, getting new
front body work and fresh rain tires. The race is red
flagged after 39 laps with Jani in P4. The race is restarted at 12:50 hrs and he moves in to P3 when the
sister Porsche pits. After 60 laps, with the safety car
on track again, Nick Tandy takes over and continues
with the same set of tires. On lap 77, when the number 8 Toyota pits, Tandy takes the lead. He is under
pressure from José María López who’s at the wheel
of the number 7 Toyota. After 79 laps, the safety car
is back on track. At the re-start on 87 laps, Tandy
defends the lead while instantly an LMP2 accident
requires the next safety car period. When the race is
released for the next time after 94 laps, Tandy cannot defend against the two Toyotas and drops back
to third. The order remains the same after 100 laps
at the next pit stop when Jani takes over on fresh
tires. When chasing Mike Conway in the number 7
Toyota, the safety car comes out again on lap 111
due to worsening fog. After 114 laps the race is ultimately red flagged and not re-started.
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 1:
Neel Jani (33, Switzerland): “I was second in the car
and then drove again at the end. Eventually I was in
the car when both the red flags came out. I think I’m
familiar with the procedures now. It was a close race
with Toyota. It appears they were better in heating
up their tires. We could always catch up but then the
next safety car or yellow came out. I have never previously experienced a race like this. Visibility sometimes was zero, it was just a question of how to survive.”

André Lotterer (35, Germany): “On the initial laps I
had big problems to get the tyres to work. They were
too cold and it was driving like on ice. Somehow the
Toyotas managed this better and so I lost two posiHow the race went for car number 1:
tions. Losing an aero part from the front when I
André Lotterer starts from P2. The safety car leads
touched with Sébastien Buemi cost more downforce.
the pack in the rain until the end of lap 5. On lap 6
But finally I got the tires up to temperature and then
Lotterer drops back to fourth behind the two Toyotas. the car was really fast.”
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Nick Tandy (32, Great Britain): “It went really well on
my stint until the safety car came out. The tires
cooled down and it was difficult to make a restart. I
think Toyota was on a slightly different tire strategy –
better than us on the restarts but not on the longer
runs. Unfortunately this race didn’t have many long
runs!”

ter safety car which obviously affected our race. We
had very tricky conditions today with a slippery track
and poor visibility. But we kept the car on track and
had clean stints.”

The Porsche LMP Team after the race
Fritz Enzinger, Vice President LMP1: “Heavy rain,
thick fog, a start behind the safety car, two red flags
and numerous safety car periods and yellow zones:
How the race went for car number 2:
Given these adverse conditions, we can be glad that
Earl Bamber performs his first WEC start in the 919 nothing serious happened today. In the end it was a
Hybrid. When the safety car disappears at the end of lucky one-two race win for Toyota. But we were
lap 5, Bamber stays in the lead. Before the second
close and in Shanghai we will do everything to do
safety car period begins at the end of lap 28 bethe next step in order to defend our championship
cause of fog, he has built up a gap of over 12 sectitles.”
onds to the number 8 Toyota (Sébastien Buemi).
When the race is red flagged after 39 laps, he is the
only LMP1 that hasn’t yet refuelled. At 12:50 hrs the
race is restarted and Bamber needs to immediately
pit. After 40 laps, Timo Bernhard takes over with
fresh rain tires. He is now fourth behind the two
Toyotas and Neel Jani. Bernhard gets lapped by the
number 8 Toyota on lap 56 with the latest safety car
period coming moments later. After 63 laps, Bernhard hands over to Brendon Hartley who continues
with fresh rain tires behind the safety car in P4 of the
LMP1 category. End of lap 65 the safety car releases the field, end of lap 79 it comes back on track
and later again after laps 88 and 111 leaving Hartley
powerless to unclip himself. When the race is ultimately red flagged after 114 laps, he is in the pits for
refueling.
Drivers Porsche 919 Hybrid car number 2
Earl Bamber (27, New Zealand): “I started the race
and the visibility, especially in traffic, with spray and
fog was really very, very bad. I didn’t see anything. It
was the right call to red flag the race after a bit over
an hour. The water level wasn’t the problem but the
fog had to clear and that didn’t happen.”
Timo Bernhard (36, Germany): “After I took over
from Earl, I had huge problems to get the tires to
work. I was driving in heavy traffic with lots of spray
and very poor visibility. There wasn’t much I could do
to heat the rubber up. Then the leader overtook me
and the safety car came out. That was very unfortunate for us.”
Brendon Hartley (27, New Zealand): “It was going
great for Earl in the beginning. He was in P1, leading
by over ten seconds, but then we had safety car af-

ABSAROKA REGION 15

Less is more – the new Porsche 911 Carrera T
Stuttgart. With the 911 Carrera T, Porsche is reviving the purist concept behind the 911 T of 1968: less
weight, shorter transmission ratios from the manual
gearbox and rear-wheel drive with mechanical rear
differential lock for an enhanced performance and
intense driving pleasure. The new model’s unique
appearance is based on the 911 Carrera and its engine delivers 272 kW (370 hp). The 911 Carrera T –
at Porsche, “T” stands for Touring – also boasts several other equipment features that are not available
for the 911 Carrera, including the PASM sports chassis as standard, lowered by 20 mm, the weightoptimized Sport Chrono Package, a shortened shift
lever with red shift pattern and Sport-Tex seat centers. The rear-axle steering, which is not available for
the 911 Carrera, is available as an option for the 911
Carrera T.

2018 and can be pre-ordered now. In Germany, the
price will be EUR 107,553 including VAT and country
-specific features.
A sporty design and unique appearance
The design of the 911 Carrera T highlights the emotionality and sportiness of the coupé with rear-axle
transmission. The body parts and wheels function as
clear differentiating elements. At the front, the 911
Carrera T features an aerodynamically optimized
front spoiler lip, and the Sport Design exterior mirrors
are painted in Agate Grey Metallic. From the side,
the new model is easily recognizable thanks to its 20
-inch Carrera S wheels in Titan Grey. The “911 Car-

Every aspect of the equipment in the 911 Carrera T
is designed to optimize sportiness and deliver lightweight construction: The rear window and rear side
windows are made from lightweight glass and the
door trims feature opening loops. The sound absorption has been largely reduced. The rear seats have
been omitted along with the Porsche Communication
Management (PCM), though both are still available
on request at no additional cost. The result of the
lightweight construction measures: At an unladen
weight of 1,425 kilograms, the two-seater is 20 kilograms lighter than a 911 Carrera with comparable
equipment.
rera T” logos represent another distinctive feature at
the side. The rear view is characterized by the slats
The 911 Carrera T will be available from January
in the rear lid grille, the Porsche logo, the “911 Carrera T” model designation in Agate Grey and the
sports exhaust system provided as standard, with
centrally positioned tailpipes painted in black. The
exterior color options are Black, Lava Orange,
Guards Red, Racing Yellow, White and Miami Blue,
as well as the metallic colors Carrara White, Jet
Black and GT Silver.
A purist interior concept and new interior package
The appearance of the passenger compartment also
has a sporty and purist emphasis. The driver enjoys
black, four-way, electric sports seats with a seat center in Sport-Tex fabric, while the headrests feature a
“911” logo stitched in black. This new Carrera T
model also comes with the option to choose full
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bucket seats for the first time. Steering actions are
completed via the GT sports steering wheel with
leather rim, and the mode switch provided on the
steering wheel as standard allows the driver to select different driving programs. The shortened shift
lever with shift pattern in red remains exclusive to
the 911 Carrera T. The decorative trims on the
dashboard and doors are black, as are the door
opening loops. A new addition is the T interior package, which creates an even sportier look with the
contrasting colors of Racing Yellow, Guards Red or
GT Silver. These colors can be used to add visual
accents on various interior components, such as the
seat belts, the “911” logo on the headrests, the door
opening loops or the centers of the Sport-Tex seats. rear axle ratio and mechanical differential lock, the
911 Carrera T can sprint from zero to 100 km/h in
Improved weight-to-power ratio plus enhanced
4.5 seconds – 0.1 seconds faster than the 911 Carperformance
rera Coupé. The model reaches the 200-km/h limit in
The six-cylinder flat engine with a displacement of
just 15.1 seconds. Porsche Doppelkupplung (PDK)
three liters and twin turbocharging generates an out- is also available as an option on the Carrera T, enaput of 272 kW (370 hp) and a maximum torque of
bling the vehicle to reach 100 km/h in 4.2 seconds,
450 Nm, delivering between 1,750 rpm and 5,000
and 200 km/h in 14.5 seconds. Both transmission
rpm. The weight-to-power ratio has been improved
variants enable a top speed of over 290 km/h.
to 3.85 kg/hp, ensuring enhanced performance and
more agile driving dynamics. Thanks to a shorter
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http://abs.pca.org/

You’ll discover some of Montana’s most beautiful
destinations from behind your steering wheel.

Porsche Club of America Absaroka Region
For over thirty years the Porsche Club of America’s Absaroka Region has been discovering Montana’s
hidden treasures. From the world famous Beartooth Highway to the secluded Woodbine Falls, each
destination will guarantee you will come home with fond memories. If you drive a Porsche, come join
us on our adventures. You’ll encounter new places and meet new friends. We choose routes that are
scenic and let you and your Porsche escape for a while. Along the way you’ll meet new and old friends
and enjoy some of the best restaurants in the most off-the-wall places.

At the end the feeling is always the same; “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people.”
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