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President’s Message

Pushing Limits.
Moin, lieber Porschefahrer und Porschefahrerin!
The PCA National Executive Committee’s spring meeting was held in Big Timber at the Grand Hotel
on April 30th. The Absaroka Region was invited to join them for supper. The invite was taken up by
me, Graham Beckett, Bill Windham, Fred Magers, Tom & Patti Agnew, Scott Cranston, and Rob
Terry. Prior to heading over to Big Timber, Fred and I met Graham at Autobahn Motor Werks where
Fred had his arm twisted to deliver a red 1976 911S over to Bill Windham’s place in Big Timber. After fighting a horrific headwind, we ended up at Bill’s where we all enjoyed a cold beverage and reminisced about racing days of yore with Bill’s fabulous F1 mementos. From Bill’s it was off to the Grand
Hotel.
The members of the PCA national leadership team are all 100% Porsche enthusiasts. Their enthusiasm for PCA nationally and what our region is doing provided a nice complement to the efforts of
everyone who has attended our events. thereby helping our club growth these past couple of years.
We’re on a nice upswing and it’s being noticed. Our activities are attended at or above the national
average (by percentage); which is very commendable.
The first DE of the year is behind us. It was a wet one to say the least but the number of Absaroka
members there all appeared to have a great time. Driving in the rain was another learning experience, let’s hope September is HOT and DRY!
The newest PCA Raffle is underway! This year’s raffle is for a completely restored 1973 Porsche
911T. The key item to note is the restoration was done at Porsche’s new restoration facility in Germany. This 911T is good as new since it just left the factory! An entry form can be found elsewhere
in the Arrow and is limited to 7,300 entries, which usually sell out prior to the closing date.
The next event and upcoming drive to Red Lodge is going to be fun. This year is the Beartooth Highway’s 75th Anniversary. Red Lodge is planning a big party all day for the event. Our drive is going to
go up over the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway to the Beartooth Highway and on to Red Lodge. I’ve also
set out a route for our Bozeman members to meet us along the way. Hopefully some will be able to
make it. This will be a longer drive but one to remember. There will still be lots of snow on top! I’m
planning on lunch at Red Lodge Ales, but we may have to play it by ear. Hope you can make it!
Our Next Event:

Tour to Red Lodge – The Long and Beautiful Way

When:

Saturday, June 11, 2011

Time:

Meet at 9:00, Depart 9:30 AM

Where:

Autobahn Motor Works, Billings
Rest Area, 19th and I-90, Bozeman

Finally, I’d like to thank Billings members Bill & Anita Grunstead, Fred Magers, and Robert & Jana
Stockdale for their recent renewals.
Tschϋβ,
Dan
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Porsche Parade 2011
Groundhog Day at the Autocross - By Cole Scrogham
OK, we all admit that autocrossing can be pretty fun…figuring out
how your car handles at the limit in relatively safe surroundings…
that is some good stuff! Even the Concours buffs hold a secret desire to thrash around the course and see what it will do. For those
novices among us, an autocross is a mini race-course that is created by setting up orange pylons. Digital timers note start and finish
times, and any contact with a pylon costs you an extra two seconds
which is added to the time for your “lap,” thus removing any advantage that might be gained by “altering” the course. There are typically three timed runs; which follow a prescribed set of activities
such as a course walk, driver’s meeting and safety inspection of
your vehicle. Depending on registration numbers, additional timed
laps may be offered, which gives you that much more opportunity to
best your competition. Of course, basic safety equipment is required, such as helmets (loaner helmets will be available), but no
major modifications are needed to your Porsche. After all, Porsches
are built for performance! Of course, if the bug bites, you may find
yourself modifying your car, progressing
both through the upper classes and your
pocketbook.
Compared to most region events, Parade
Autocross events are huge affairs, with so
many classes and cars that it takes a couple of days to complete. There is a place
for every car that Porsche makes, or has
made for the past 60 years! Being a course
worker gives a really great view of the cars
on course, giving you a chance to see how
others do things (yet another advantage),
so don’t forget to volunteer to help out. As
with a region event, we need volunteers to
make this happen!
A Parade autocross can be anything but
“routine,” and with this month’s installment
of interesting Parade tidbits I will point out a
few key differences of a Parade event.
Autocross junkies have a pretty set pattern,
ingrained from years of the same old arrangement. The typical autocross day begins with a little anxiety as
the event is finally here, which quickly fades into a sense of purpose.
Get up and get dressed, maybe have a minute for a Pop-Tart because the early bird gets the worm (or does the second mouse get
the cheese?), and then off to load the car and/or trailer with extra
sets of wheels, air pressure gauge and tank, some miscellaneous
tools and cleaners, snacks, cooler with drinks and whatever else we
can be convinced will add some “extra” advantage.
Next up is a 30-40 minute ride from civilization to the autocross site,
both large and vacant enough to house the field of cars as well as
the course itself. Once there, the first task is a parking space and a
tactical decision: How close to park to the porta-potties. Too far
away is a long walk and too close… well, you know. Lots of friends
to meet, old and new, and a quick fingernail check of that new rubber that had better pay off in lower laptimes. After that, it’s unload
and set up in time to be ready for the course walk-and tech inspection, knowing that at the end of the day you have to load it all up
again.
Sound familiar? If not, you are probably preparing for your first autocross at this Parade. Either way, it is still important to point out a
few things. First of all, at the Parade, tech inspection is NOT offered
on the morning of the autocross. You must tech your car in advance
of your driving day. So check the schedule, know when you will drive

and know when the tech inspection station is open. Don’t forget to
get your inspection before your driving day arrives! Additionally,
while track walks are offered each morning of the event, you can
also walk the track each preceding afternoon. This is a great advantage to having a multi-day event. Take benefit of this to learn as
much about the track as you can before you get there in your car.
It’s your unfair advantage. Another helpful activity would be to attend the “chalk talk” lecture to pick up the tips and tricks of the successful autocross driver. Hosted by Parade Autocross chair Henry
Hoeh, this session promises to be very informative. The Parade
autocross is a Novice friendly event so please don’t choose sit on
the sidelines and watch just because you’re not an experienced
cone chaser.
This year we also have the luxury of an event that is mere minutes
from your room. That’s right…on Hutchinson Island and only three
quarters of a mile from the convention center! That means not getting up before daybreak to load the car and
drive to the site (unless you want to of course!).
Sound too good to be true? Not really, it’s just
the location for the 2011 Parade Autocross in
Savannah in the paddock of the Hutchinson
Island race course, adjacent to the Parade
headquarters at the convention center. Hutchinson Island was created to run Champ Car type
events around a commercial park, and the racetrack infield will be used to create the Autocross
for this year’s event. There is even a possibility
that some special ride opportunities may crop
up around the race course itself, stay tuned to
the Parade website or Facebook page for more
information! The proximity of the event to Parade headquarters is something that doesn’t
happen very often, and the Parade staff has
responded by providing a fantastic location.
This year even spectators will be afforded a
great opportunity to see the cars in action, so
remember to come on down and check it out!
There are a lot of first time Parade entrants this
year, and I am sure that many have experienced a local region’s
autocross, perhaps only as a spectator. If you have the opportunity,
it would be worth your while to get a little experience at a local event
before you head down to Savannah. And if you haven’t registered
for the Parade, give it some serious thought; there is still time to
register and plenty of things to do there. If you have never tried a
Parade Autocross before, this one might be just the ticket to find out
more about your Porsche’s unique handling in a low speed, controlled environment. You don’t have to be a hero, just give it a try
and see how it goes. You might discover something about your Porsche, and yourself!
Always great fun and full of excitement, the autocross is one of the
pinnacle events of the Parade; this is your chance to compete with
the club members from around the country and to put a national
trophy on your mantel! Registrations are coming in quickly, so load
up and join all your friends at the biggest PCA party of the year, Parade 2011! More information is available at http://
parade2011.pca.org/ and you can also join our Parade Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/PorscheParade. Here you can connect
with all your Parade friends and plan your week and your travel
plans. Don’t miss out, register today!
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Porsche News
Limited edition racing car: 911 GT3 RS 4.0
GT3 RS edition with four-liter displacement
ATLANTA – April 28, 2011 --- The 911 GT3 RS, one of Porsche’s most popular, coveted and successful track-inspired
production cars, has been given a final, thrilling injection of
thoroughbred motorsport technology resulting in the 2011
Porsche 911 GT3 RS 4.0. Limited to 600 vehicles worldwide, the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 brings together in a sports car the
attributes that have made the Porsche 911 GT3 a consistent
winner on the race track.

to using suspension components typically encountered in
motor racing, weight reduction is also of supreme importance. Equipped as standard with lightweight components
such as light but strong carbon fiber sport bucket seats, carbon fiber front fenders and luggage compartment lid, and
weight-optimized carpets, the two-seater’s ready-for-action
weight is just 2,998 lbs with a full fuel tank. The 911 GT3 RS
4.0’s power-to-weight ratio is 5.99 lbs/hp.

The motorsport-derived 4.0-liter engine, already the highest
displacement 911 engine ever, also features the highest perliter output -- 125 horsepower (hp) per liter -- from a naturally
aspirated Porsche flat-six engine. The engine uses forged
pistons, the connecting rods are fashioned from titanium,
and the crankshaft has been lifted unchanged from the 911
GT3 RSR race car. It achieves its maximum power of 500
hp at 8,250 rpm. Maximum torque of 339 ft/lbs is reached at
5,750 rpm.

This limited edition 911 is painted Carrera White as standard
and emphasizes its proximity to motor racing by its dynamic
appearance. Signature characteristics are the wide track,
the low vehicle position, the large rear wing with side plates,
central twin tailpipe, and the aerodynamically optimized
body. Air deflection vanes mounted on either side of the
front bumper – called ‘flics’ or dive planes – make their first
appearance on a production Porsche. They create increased
down force on the front axle, and together with the steeply
inclined rear wing, provide aerodynamics on par with its performance capabilities. As a result, at the 193 mph top track
speed, aerodynamic forces exert an additional 426 lbs of
down force, thus pushing the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 onto the road.

The 911 GT3 RS 4.0 offers truly impressive performance,
lapping the famed Nürburgring-Nordschleife in 7 minutes
and 27 seconds. Available exclusively with a six-speed manual transmission, the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 sprints from 0 to 60
mph in only 3.8 seconds, and with its gearing designed for
the race circuit it reaches the 124 mph mark on the race
track in under 12 seconds.

With a manufacturer’s suggested retail price starting at
$185,000 (excluding destination), the new Porsche 911 GT3
RS 4.0 goes on sale in the United States in late 2011.

The 911 GT3 RS 4.0’s outstanding driving dynamics come
from numerous, meticulously coordinated details. In addition
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Tour to Chico Hot Springs Resort, Part III by Dan Cole
The green flag has dropped on the 2011 season for the Absaroka Region of the Porsche Club of America. In April we
held our first driving event. The spring weather cooperated and
we had a nice representation of our membership from across
our region.
Joining us on this tour from Billings were Fred Magers who
navigated and road shotgun down with new member, Greg
Kohn, in his speed-yellow Boxster and back with Stephanie
Haider in her red 911 cabriolet. Jo and I played sweeper car in
our Boxster S.
In Livingston we met up with Joe and Robin Ever in their dark
blue 911, Ed and Ann Rice in their minerva blue 928, Dean and
Carmel Hofer in their black 993 cabriolet. Tom Agnew from Big
Timber was also there in his silver Cayman S. The group was
so eager to get to Chico; we left before Tom arrived! Sorry
Tom.
As in years past, we all turned and took the East River Road to
Chico. Joe Ever lead a spirited run which let everyone’s Porsches work the creaks out of suspension. East River Road is a
nice drive, just watch for farm machinery, moving pole barns,
and a dead skunk in the road that everyone was able to miss.
Lunch was again in Percie’s Poolside Grill. After three years
their ventilation is still inadequate, but the food was good and
the staff was very accommodating to our group. The club
picked up the tab for those in attendance, which was a nice
treat and made possible because of the hard work Fred has put
in towards adding club sponsors for the newsletter and All Euro
Car Show and the various rebates we get back from national.
We’ll attempt to continue this going forward.

After lunch we retired to the cool spring sunshine and fresh
air on the patio for an impromptu club meeting.
Topics of discussion were the upcoming Absaroka calendar
for the season; treasury report, and the upcoming DE day in
Lewistown.
After some good food, good conversation, and a few laughs
it was time to head home. Some of us stayed and enjoyed
the warm waters of Chico Hot Springs with everyone returning home at their own pace.
Later that evening Susan and Gary Finn arrived on their return from a meeting in Helena. After supper, Jo and I enjoyed their company over a few beverages in the Saloon.
Glad they could make it too.
This is the third year we have gone to Chico. Each year it
has been well attended and everyone seems to enjoy the
day.
In closing, I would like to thank those who were able to make
it on our outing. I realize and appreciate that everyone has
full schedules with children, grandchildren, and life in general. It is hard to take time from life’s really important activities for a day of play. For those that couldn’t make the trip, I
hope I can meet you all at an event this summer.
Next year I have something special planned. Stay tuned.
As for this year, things are off to a great start here in the Absaroka Region!

Left: Tom Agnew, Dan Cole, Stephanie Haider,
Joe Evers, Fred Magers, Ann Rice, Ed Rice and
Greg Kohn.
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Top Left: Ann Rice, Ed Rice, Fred Magers, Joe Evers,
Robin Evers.
Top Right: Stephanie Haider in her 911 Cabriolet which
sports a license plate that reads B4IM65.
Left: Porsches at Chico!
Bottom Left: Lunch at Percie’s Poolside Grille.
Bottom Right: Stephanie Haider, Carmel Hofer
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Big Timber, Montana 4/30/2011
Big Timber, Montana, population approximately 1,740 (not counting cattle, dogs – both domesticated and prairie variety, and
other livestock) was recently the site for the PCA Executive Committee meeting, April 30th at the Grand Hotel. The meeting was
coordinated by PCA Zone 6 Rep. Dave Cooley. Absaroka and Big Sky Region members were invited to join in on the postmeeting festivities. Absaroka members took them up on the offer and drove to Big Timber to enjoy a pre-dinner social hour and
a wonderful dinner at the Grand Hotel, one of Montana’s hidden culinary secrets.
For members in the wilds of Montana, the opportunity to meet and socialize with the national PCA leadership team is generally
limited to Parade and Escape. It was nice to have them here in our own “backyard” to talk up the successes of the Absaroka
region and where we are headed.
Joining in on the evening’s festivities were Absaroka President Dan Cole, Vice President Rob Terry, Past President Fred Magers, and members Scott Cranston, Tom & Patti Agnew, Bill Windham, Graham Beckett, and Dennis & Sandy Zeiler. From Big
Sky Region (Dave Cooley’s home region) were past President, Greg Madson, and Joe & Robin Evers.
It was an excellent evening that I’m sure was enjoyed by all.

Left to Right:
 Kirk Gibson, past PCA
President
 Vu Nguyen, PCA Executive Director
 Dave Cooley, PCA
Zone 6 Rep
 Ruben Ledesma, PCA
Vice President
 Manny Alban, PCA
President
 Dan Cole, President
Absaroka Region
 Greg Madsen, past
President Big Sky Region
 Karen Cooper, PCA
Secretary
 Tom Gorsuch, PCA
Treasurer
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All Euro Car Show
Update for May on ALL EURO CAR SHOW — Fred Magers
As of today, the AECS on Aug 27th is looking great! All four
car dealers and sponsors (Dana Motors, Mercedes Benz of
Billings, Underriner Motors, and Autobahn Motor Werks) are
committed to showing THREE of their BEST cars.
Some changes and some new items:
 Unfortunately NAPA will not have their goody bags
again this year
 MasterLube has again given us TWO $50 car-wash tickets to raffle; Jerry and Sandy Stoltenberg at Metric
Wrench will sponsor an ICE CREAM social as part of
our charity fund raising effort. THANKS MasterLube and
Jerry and Sandy!
 As I said in our last newsletter, 100% of your $10 dollar
entry fee will go to charity. The charities selected for this
year are:
 Rocky Mountain College Scholarhip Fund
 The 1st Lt Paul G. Magers Endowment Fund at
Billings Central High School. (It is getting close to
his class’s goal of $10,000)
 MSUB College of Technology scholarship fund in
Billings is geared for a student studying auto
technology with an emphasis on euro cars.

With the subsidy we get from PCA National I hope to split
close to $1,000 among the three groups.
There is a good chance, along with the ice cream social, that
RMC may set up a BBQ outside for us. Greg Kohn, a new
member, is working on this.
On a practical and logistics note, we will need:
 At least TWO people to handle the registration
 Some people to help with selling the ice cream (A
thought, this could be a great activity to include
some of our younger family members in club activities.)
 Help to setting up the banners and flags prior to the
show opening
 Directing and placing the cars on the “grid”
 Someone to take photos of the winners
RMC in the past has loaned us a couple of old tables. We
can sure use one or two pop-up shelters for a little shade for
those at the tables.
If anyone has a question(s) or would like to volunteer for a
specific work assignment, PLEASE calls me at (406) 2456733 or email me at: abs.pres@gmail.com.
THANK YOU for your help! I’m looking forward to another
GREAT EVENT.
Fred Magers
Chairman – All Euro Car Show

Metric Wrench to Sponsor Ice Cream Social!!!!!!
Our club sponsors, Jerry and Sandy Stoltenberg, owners of the Metric
Wrench in Billings, have offered to sponsor an ice cream social for this
year’s “All Euro Car Show.” The social will provide ice cream from
Wilcoxson’s that will be sold for $1.00 per cone. All the net proceeds
go toward our event’s charities!
Please continue to support Metric Wrench for your service needs.
Thank you Jerry and Sandy for your continued support!
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ABS—Membership
Primary Members:
46
Affiliate Members: 319
Total Membership: 77
Membership as of 5/1/2011
New Members:
Greg Kohn, Billings, 2003 Boxster
Scott Cranston, Billings, 2007 GT3
Doug Oakes, Red Lodge, 1979 911SC

ABS/PCA Anniversaries:
Tom & Sherri Moffet ··················29 years
Dennis & Sandra Zeiler··············26 years
Ward & Jenn Rikala ··················19 years
Jerry Perkins ···························19 years
Randy Johnson ························15 years
Dean & Carmel Hofer ················· 8 years
Will Stuart ································ 8 years
Roger & Mary Nelson ················· 6 years
Neil & Kathy Hansen ·················· 6 years
Michael & Ryan Majerus ············· 3 years
Mark Pilon ······························· 2 years
Michael Yurkanin ························ 1 year
Tom Agnew ······························· 1 year

Renewals—Thank You:
Denny & Sandy Zeiler
Bill & Anita Grunstead
Fred Magers
Robert & Jana Stockdale
Sorry to Lose:
Bob & Kerri Petitt

Right: Scott Cranston driving on
a very muddy road in his once
white GT3.
Below Right: Stormy Weather at
the DE during setup on Friday.
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11 Jun

Tour to Red Lodge, via the Chief Joseph & Beartooth Highways

23-26 Jun

Wild Rose Region, “Wild In Wyoming” Tour

11 Jul

ABS Region’s 33rd Birthday!

16 Jul

Tour to Sheridan, (Optional Big Horn Mountain Loop Back to Billings on July 17th)

31 Jul

6 Aug — 56th Porsche Parade, Savannah, GA

13 Aug

Tour to Ennis, MT

25-28 Aug

Dakotas’ Region “Run For The Hills IX,” Keystone, SD

27 Aug

“4th All Euro Car Show” in Billings, MT

17-18 Sep

Big Sky Region Driver’s Education (DE) Lewistown, MT

TBD Oct

Monthly Meeting — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings

TBD Nov

Monthly Meeting — Election of Officers – Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings

TBD Dec

Monthly Meeting — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings

Motorsports—National & Local
05 Jun
11-12 Jun
13 Jun
19 Jun
10 Jul
31 Jul
17-18 Sep
14– 16 Oct

Yellowstone SCCA Autocross, Yellowstone Drag Strip, Acton, MT
24 Heures du Mans, Circuit de la Sarthe, France
Miller Motorsports Park-West Tracks (Lapping Days)
Yellowstone SCCA Autocross, GM Petroleum, Billings, MT
Yellowstone Skyview High School, Billings, MT
Yellowstone SCCA Autocross, Yellowstone Drag Strip, Acton, MT
Big Sky Region Driver’s Education, Lewistown, MT
Rennsports IV Reunion Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca

PCA Zone 6
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Absaroka Treffen ·
11 June, 2011
Porsche Club of America
Absaroka Region

Meeting Details:
Billings:
Autobahn Motor Werks
Depart: 09:30

Tour to Red Lodge — The Long Beautiful Way
Red Lodge, Montana is undoubtedly one of the fun and standby destinations for the Absaroka Region’s
members. This year we’ll make the annual pilgrimage via the longer and most scenic route on the 75th
birthday of this famous road. From Billings we will go to Red Lodge to get to Red Lodge! Road construction between Bridger and Belfry is adding this slight detour, but the detour is perfect for a Porsche!

Bozeman:

For the Billings Group:

Rest Area 19th & I-90
Depart: 09:30

Starting out from Autobahn Motor Werks in Billings, we’ll head south to Red Lodge and once in Red
Lodge we’ll drive over the hill to Bearcreek and Belfry due to some road construction on the regular
route. In Belfry we’ll head south towards Cody, Wyoming. At the intersection of Highway 120 and the
Chief Joseph Scenic Byway we’ll hang a right and head up over Dead Indian Pass (Elevation 8,060),
where we can take in a panoramic view of our namesake Absaroka Mountains. At 285 feet the
Sunlight Creek Bridge will be a required stop. The route will continue to the intersection of the Chief
Joseph Scenic Byway and Beartooth Highway. We’ll stop at the rest area and meet up with any one
from Bozeman that is making the tour.

Sam’s Tap Room & Kitchen
1445 North Broadway
Red Lodge, MT
406.446.4607
www.Redlodgeales.com

The Beartooth Highway

www.beartoothhighway.com

For the Bozeman Group:
In Bozeman we’ll meet at the rest area at 19th and I-90. From here we’ll drive to Yellowstone National
Park via Livingston and Gardiner. Once in the park (Park Fee $25.00) the group will travel to Mammoth,
Roosevelt and the beautiful Lamar Valley to Cooke City, Montana. Passing through Cooke City we’ll
stop at the rest area just past the junction of Highway 212 and the Chief Joseph and meet up with the
Billings group.
Together, up over the Beartooths will go! Charles Kuralt the late CBS news correspondent described the
road as “the most beautiful drive in America.” A short pit-stop at the Top of the World Store may be in
order. As we climb up to the summit be on the lookout for the Bear’s Tooth. We’ll make stops along the
way to take in the beauty that surrounds us and snap some photos. Maybe a group photo with the Beartooths in the background!
Red Lodge is going to be a busy place with the 75th birthday party in full swing. Visit their website for all
the details.
Once in Red Lodge, we’ll stop at Sam’s Tap Room and Kitchen for some lunch. Sam’s is the home of
Red Lodge Ales and after a full day behind the wheel, this will be a perfect stop for some refreshment. It
will likely be busy with Beartooth Highway celebration activities. The Club will again buy lunch for all
members present.
This is a fairly long tour, but the drive, and scenery will be worth it, especially in a Porsche! Rather than
drive home, why not make it a fun weekend getaway in Red Lodge?
Contingency Plan In The Event The Beartooth Highway Is Still Closed

For more information contact:

Daniel Cole
President
Absaroka Region—PCA
Phone: 406.697.1333
E-mail:
Daniel_G_Cole@hotmail.com

Billings Group: Same as above but we will return to Red Lodge after departing the Sunlight Creek
Bridge.
Bozeman Group: Tour will be to Red Lodge eastbound via I-90 exiting at Columbus. From Columbus
we’ll head to Red Lodge through Absarokee and Fishtail.
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Absaroka Treffen ·
16 July, 2011
Porsche Club of America
Absaroka Region

Meeting Details:
Autobahn Motor Werks
Billings, MT
Depart: 09:30
Sheridan Inn
856 Broadway
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801
(307) 673-2777 restaurant
(307) 674-2178 information
www.sheridaninn.com

Tour to Sheridan — Dr. Hugh Batty Car Collection
A few years ago Fred organized a drive to Sheridan, Wyoming to tour the private car collection of Dr. Hugh Batty. The turnout was small because of short notice, but the post tour report created a lot of buzz by those who missed it and a desire to hopefully return again in
the future. So here’s your chance! Fred has been able to pull some magic strings to make
a return trip a reality.
Dr. Batty’s collection is an interesting mix of European cars of all makes. He has an Austin
Healy 3000, Austin Healy Bug Eye Sprite, MGA, 1955 MGTF, TR3, TR 4A, two MGB’s, two
Jaguar Roadsters, Jaguar Coupe E type 4.2, Mercedes Benz, AC 427Cobra replica, Porsche 911 turbo, an Italian made Mini (Innocenti), ‘61 Morgan, two MG midgets (one red and
one blue), Rolls Royce Corniche, etc, etc.
We’ll depart Billings and head south on the interstate to Sheridan. The first stop in Sheridan
will be the historic Sheridan Inn for some lunch around 12:00 in their 1893 Grille. For our
Wyoming members this is a good place to connect.
After lunch we’ll drive over to Dr. Batty’s garage for a tour of his car collection.
It should be a fun day.
If you can make it a getaway weekend, spend the night in Sheridan and drive home the next
day through the Big Horn Mountains on Highway 14a. This is another world class scenic
road right in our own back yard!

For more information contact:

Daniel Cole
President
Absaroka Region—PCA
Phone: 406.697.1333
E-mail:
Daniel_G_Cole@hotmail.com
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Driver’s Education — Spring
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Rain, Rain, Go Away…
The spring DE in Lewistown was in one word, WET. It rained continuously for the most of the weekend, if not all of it. Braving the elements were Absaroka members Steve Homec, Denny Raffensberger, Dan Cole, Susan Finn, Fred Magers, Scott
Cranston, Rob Terry, Jim Grace and Will Stuart. Jim and Will were probably the smart ones of the bunch and called it a day
early. After his first run group, Steve was the next one to seek refuge in the luxury of the Calvert Hotel waiting for the rain to
lift. The rest of us stayed, got wet, but we had a fun time albeit at a slower pace.
Susan Finn experienced her first DE in her 944. After patiently waiting all morning she hit the track with her instructor and
she began to learn her way around Lewistown’s 2.3 mile circuit. Fred was busy teaching his two sons Ruben and Nathan in
the finer points of driving in the wet in his 944. They were later slowed by a soft brake pedal. Scott and his GT3 were the
stars of the day with speed and excitement. Denny, Rob and myself just stayed busy instructing, working corners, and enjoying the day.
It was a fun time none-the-less and still a learning experience. Hopefully September will be sunny, clear and hot!

Below: A group of diehard DE drivers seeking refuge from the elements. Fred’s Whee1 and a wet start!. A row of Porsches
during the Friday Setup. Susan Finn and her 944 on the back straight.
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Technical Information — 944
Steve's Tech Corner - 944 Climate Control Failure
By Steve Grosekemper, San Diego Region (from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS)

You are out running errands in your '86 944. Due to the excessively high outside temperatures, you turn the climate
control knob all the way to the left for maximum chill. About
15 seconds later you think you hear a little “tink” noise from
the dash. Three seconds after that, you are bombarded by a
blast of hot air which surely must be caused by some sort of
thermonuclear melt down.

see that there is no binding. The binding of this arm is what
broke the original clip. After you are sure there is no binding
install the safety clip to secure your adjustment
(944.572.217.00) (see figure #2). This part is even cheaper
at only fifty-one cents!

The good news is that you will probably receive no long term
genetic defects from this thermal overload. In fact, the momentary discomfort (see: sweating like a pig) will be the
worst part of this whole endeavor. This is, in all likelihood,
the cheapest climate control repair on record. The malfunction you have just experienced is caused by the failure of an
eighty-five cent plastic clip (no, it is not the lowest cost Porsche part on record). It controls the heater blend door, which
as you might expect, directs either hot or cold air to the
vents for precise temperature control. In this case, it has
broken, most likely due to maladjustment (see figure #1).
When this clip breaks, the heater usually defaults to the full
hot position.

fig. 2
After the installation of this updated part, and perfect adjustment, you should not have to worry about this problem ever
again.
P.S. This repair applies to all 944s 1985.5 and later, as well
as Turbo's and 968s. If you have never experienced this
problem, poke your head under the dash and check for binding of that linkage. It just might save you $1.34.
GOOD LUCK

Fig. 1
The repair is fortunately very quick and painless. The first
step is to locate the broken linkage. It is on the left side of
the center console just forward of the radio. Put your hand
just below the driver's knee and go right... that's it!
Now that you have located the heater blend door arm, install
a new updated clip (944.572.314.00) on the arm where the
broken one is located. Set the climate control to its coolest
setting. Move the arm down (this is the cool position) and
pop the linkage rod onto the blend door arm. Switch the temperature control from hot to cold several times and watch to
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Absaroka Arrow
Porsche Club of America Absaroka Region
1820 Campfire Court
Billings, MT 59105
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