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E-mail: Terry@IMT.com
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Sandi Culhane, Historian
E-mail: Sandra@billingssymphony.org

Your Editor at the Absaroka Arrow
Joann Pintz-Cole, Newsletter Editor
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Publication dates: Six times a year
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Advertising Rates
For advertising information, please contact Fred
Magers at: abs.pres@gmail.com

Editorial Policy
The views or comments expressed in the Absaroka
Arrow newsletter are not necessarily those of the
Porsche Club of America or the Absaroka Region.
Absaroka Arrow is published six (6) times a year
expressly for the information and entertainment of
the Porsche Club of America - Absaroka Region,
its members and supporters. Absaroka Arrow assumes no responsibility for any submissions. All
submissions become property of Absaroka Arrow
unless other arrangements are made with the editor and president. Reprints from this Newsletter are
not permitted without prior permission from the Editor.
Send editorial submissions to: Jo Pintz-Cole
Phone: 406.534.3152
E-mail: Pintzcole@bresnan.net

Absaroka Club News on the web
The latest Absaroka Arrow and the archived back issues are available on the Internet at: htpp://vista.pca.org/abs/absarrow.htm
Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG is the owner of numerous trademarks, both registered and unregistered, including without limitation the Porsche Crest®, Porsche®,
Boxster®, Carrera®, Cayenne®, Cayman™, Panamera®, Tiptronic®, VarioCam®, PCM®, 911®, 4S®, FOUR, UNCOMPROMISED.SM and the model numbers
and distinctive shapes of the Porsche automobiles such as, the federally registered 911 and Boxster automobiles in the United States. The third party trademarks
contained herein are the properties of their respective owners. Specifications, performance standards, standard equipment, options, and other elements shown
are subject to change without notice. Some options may be unavailable when a car is built. Some vehicles may be shown with non-U.S. equipment. Please ask
your dealer for advice concerning the current availability of options and verify the optional equipment that you ordered. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and
observance of traffic laws at all times.
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Pushing Limits.
Moin, lieber Porschefahrer und Porschefahrerin!
“Es weht ein frischer Wind” or in English, “the wind of change is blowing.”
Over the course of the New Year you’ll see some changes to the Absaroka region. The first of which is the newsletter. Our
Editor and past president, Jeanette Armstrong, has resigned after several years of hard work. Jeanette is going to focus on her
Arbonne business as it is starting to take off and needs her undivided attention. Ever wonder what Arbonne is? Give Jeanette
a ring and she’ll fill you in! Thank you Jeanette for the dedication these past years and I look forward to having you remain as
our region’s secretary.
With Jeanette’s departure, my wife, Jo, has volunteered to take on the newsletter editor duties and I think it will be a good fit.
Now I can harass her!
For 2011, we are going to start publishing the Absaroka Arrow six times a year. The goal being to help keep you, our membership, better informed of what we are up to in the Absaroka Region, provide some interesting technical pieces, updates on
what is new at Porsche AG and PCNA, reviews of our past get-togethers and a calendar of what’s up and coming. Input is always welcome from our diverse membership and makes the newsletter better as a whole.
We’ll also be adding to the calendar some of the various activities from the regions within Zone 6 and the Dakota Region’s
Run For the Hills IX (RFTH). These can be a great time to meet other folks and enjoy a nice road trip in your Porsche. I have
personally done the Run For the Hills and the Bogus Basin Bacchanalia (BBB). Unfortunately, the RFTH is on the same weekend
as the All Euro Car Show this year. The BBB is on Memorial Day weekend. Anyone interested in going to Boise?
Our next activity is a baked potato bar at Autobahn Motor Werks in Billings. This has been a popular event in other regions
and I think it can be here as well. All you need to do is RSVP by February 16th, bring your favorite topping, a beverage of
choice and we’ll supply the rest. It will be a fun time. Study up on your potato knowledge as this Idaho native has prepared a
quiz to test your skills with a highly valuable prize for the victor!
Our Next Event: Absaroka Spuds Baked Potato Bar 2011
When: Saturday, February 19, 2011
Time:

5:00 PM

Where: Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings
RVSP:

RSVP to Dan Cole at 406.697.1333, or Daniel_G_Cole@hotmail.com by Wednesday, February 16.

Thanks again for your continued support. I hope as 2011 gets underway we are all able to cross paths at some point in the nottoo-distant future. See you at the Absaroka Spuds Baked Potato Bar!
Tschϋβ,

A special thank you to
Autobahn Motor Werks for
the use of their facility for
our meetings and events!

Dan

PCA Boxster Register: The Boxster Register is a PCA website dedicated to the Boxster. For
our club’s Boxster owners it highly recommend for tips, tricks and destinations in your Boxster. I’m
sure you’ll find something interesting there.
Drop by at: http://boxsterregister.org.
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Porsche News
How do you define Spectacular!

- From Porsche Purist

What started as a simple, and perhaps offhand, remark during an interview with Bloomberg about Porsche’s return to Detroit – “We’ll have something
spectacular to show there.” – by Porsche spokesman Hans-Gerd Bode, quickly blossomed into a hype driven guessing game by the automotive media.
Since early December speculations have run the gamete from a smaller SUV (aka the “Cajun”) to the production version of the recently introduced 918
Spyder. Here at Porsche Purist we were thinking for the announcement to be truly “spectacular” it would need to be a completely new model (and definitely not the Cajun), perhaps even the successor to the seemingly immortal 911. That was our best guess. Then, we received an invitation to Detroit
from Porsche, a press kit and the pictures below (sitting on these pictures for the past three days was the automotive media equivalent of having the
winning lottery numbers and not being able to play them). What do
you think? Spectacular enough?

Introducing the Porsche 918 RSR
This morning in Detroit Porsche introduced to the world their newest
“racing laboratory” in the form of a “post modern”, mid-engine Porsche 918 RSR. As a cross between the GT3 R Hybrid and the Porsche
918 Spyder Hybrid concept this new race car combines tomorrow’s
technology with yesterday’s styling cues.

Porsche 918 RSR Specifications
In a departure from the norm (and possibly a result of its status of
“concept” vs. production) the information provided by Porsche focuses more on form rather than function. While details are a bit limited at this point, we do hope to have additional facts after the press
conference. Here’s what we know at the moment:

1.

As introduced the new 918 RSR is a “racing laboratory” meaning
Porsche is testing the RSR as a racing concept of the 918 Spyder. In
other words, it is not yet a production version and we don’t know
when, where or if we’ll see it on a track. We can only hope!!

2.

Output from the RS Spyder inspired V8 is 563 hp at 10,300 rpm
and can be boosted to 767 with the additional power generated by the
electric motor(s) mounted on each of the front wheels.

3.

The mid engine motor is integrated with a racing transmission
derived from the RS Spyder race car. This further developed sixspeed constant-mesh transmission with longitudinally mounted shafts
and straight-toothed spur gears is operated using two shift paddles
behind the racing steering wheel.

4.

Like the GT3 R Hybrid, additional power is generated during
braking and stored in an optimized flywheel accumulator on the passenger seat. This additional power is available for “about 8 seconds”
from a fully charged system and can be used strategically for overtaking, to delay pit stops or reduce the amount of fuel on board and
therefore the overall vehicle weight

5.

The doors open obliquely upwards.

6.

The air intake is in the roof between the wing doors.

7.

Tires are no-profile racing slicks on 19″ wheels with central locking hubs.

8.

The interior is unadorned racing atmosphere highlighted by glove like, figure-hugging bucket seats in brown leather.

9.

Gear selection is visible on the racing steering wheel and a “recuperation display” on the steering column in front of the display screen supplies the
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

pilot with information about the car and flywheel charge.

10. The 918 RSR’s cockpit is split by a minimalistic console with rocker
switches.
Livery is a new “liquid metal chrome blue” color created to underscore
“the sculptured curves of the forms.” This new color is highlighted with
Porsche hybrid orange on the brake calipers and the body’s longitudinal
stripes.

NEWSFLASH!!!
Did you hear? The Porsche 918 RSR is missing! - From Porsche Purist
No, it wasn’t stolen, but it’s not in Detroit at the NAIAS where you would expect it either. For thousands of expectant fans, the absence of the
Porsche 918 RSR came as a cruel surprise this weekend when the show was finally opened to the public after a week of reporting and accolades from the automotive press. Imagine driving to Detroit hundreds, if not thousands, of miles just to see this future icon only to find a gaping
hole where the 918 once stood.
Officially, there’s no word
from Porsche, but rumor
(and mind you, it’s only a
rumor at this point) has it
that a particularly large Porsche shareholder in the Middle East requested the 918
for the upcoming Qatar International Auto Show. Only
time will tell. In the interim,
if you were planning on seeing the 918 in Detroit…
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Porsche Trivia:

During a visit to the old Porsche Museum in Zuffenhausen
I took this photo of a Porsche Concept Car. Can you tell
me what it was called, and its close relationship to the
Boxster? Answer in the next issue, or at the next meeting
in February!
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Quarter 1
19 Feb

1st Absaroka Spuds Baked Potato Bar, Billings. MT

26 Feb

PCA ZONE 6 — President’s Meeting, Boise, ID

19 Mar

Monthly Meeting — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings. MT
Get Chico on Your Radar!

Quarter 2
16 Apr

ABS Region Season Kick-Off — Tour to Chico Hot Springs, Chico, MT

30 Apr

National PCA Leadership Meeting, Big Timber, MT

14 May

Tour to Cody, WY

21-22 May

Big Sky Region Driver’s Education (DE) — Lewistown, MT

27-30 May

Silver Sage Region Bogus Basin Bacchanalia, Boise, ID

27-29 May

Vancouver Island Region, Black Rock 2011, Ucluelet, BC

11 Jun

Tour to Red Lodge, via the Chief Joseph & Beartooth Highways

23-26 Jun

Wild Rose Region, Wild In Wyoming Tour

The April Meeting will be at
Chico Hot Springs. If you want
to stay overnight, make reservations sooner rather than later.

Quarter 3
11 Jul

ABS Region’s 33rd Birthday!

16 Jul

Tour to Sheridan, Big Horn Mountain Loop

31 Jul

56th Porsche Parade (Jul 31-Aug 6), Savannah, GA

25-28

Dakotas’ Region Run For The Hills IX, Keystone, SD

27 Aug

4th All Euro Car Show in Billings, MT

17-18 Sep

Big Sky Region Driver’s Education (DE) Lewistown, MT

Quarter 4
TBD Oct

Monthly Meeting — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings, MT

TBD Nov

Monthly Meeting — Election of Officers — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings, MT

TBD Dec

Monthly Meeting — Autobahn Motor Werks, Billings

Get Connected!
Absaroka Region
Porsche Club of America
is on Facebook!

For several of these planned events we need someone locally that can help plan and lead a simple tour. It doesn’t require a lot
of planning, just think of a meeting place and time, a route and a couple of interesting stops along the way for sites, or lunch.
New ideas are always welcome!
Please let myself, or Fred know if you would like to do this.
It's appreciated!

PCA Zone 6
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Absaroka Treffen ·
19 February, 2011
Porsche Club of America
Absaroka Region

Meeting Details:

February Membership Meeting — 1st Absaroka Spuds Baked
Potato Bar

Autobahn Motor Werks

Absaroka Porsche members can plan to enjoy a well-topped “Good Ole Idaho Potato” at our first ever
Absaroka Spuds Potato Bar.

7175 Trade Center Ave
Billings, MT 59101
406.652.8700

To participate, all you need to do is the following:
Decide on a potato topping such as BBQ beef or pork, chicken or turkey ala king, sour cream, butter,
cheese, crumbled bacon, mushrooms, broccoli, beef stroganoff, or chili. OR you could opt to bring
something exotic like sour cream & caviar, chicken tikki masala, seafood newberg, etc.

When: Saturday, February 19



Bring your topping to the potato bar to share;

Time: 5:00 PM



Bring your beverage of choice;

RSVP: February 16



Or, you can bring a dessert.

RSVP: Email Dan and Jo at daniel_g_cole@hotmail.com or call 406.697.1333 and tell us what you’d like
to bring by Wednesday, February 16th. (Hint: RSVP early if you want to bring one of the more popular
toppings.)
Spuds and eating utensils will be provided.
Participate in the 20-Question Potato Trivia Quiz for door prizes. First let's start with the fundamentals.
What exactly is a potato?

For more information
contact:
Daniel Cole

1.

A root

2.

A seed

3.

A fruit

4.

A stem

Tschϋβ!
Dan

President
Absaroka Region — PCA
Phone: 406.697.1333
E-mail:
Daniel_G_Cole@hotmail.com
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Motorsports—National & Local
9 May
17-18 May
21 May
27-30 May
13 Jun
9 Jul
18 Jul
22 Aug
17-18 Sep
23-25 Sep
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Miller Motorsports Park-East Tracks (Lapping Days)
Big Sky Region Driver’s Education, Lewistown, MT
Miller Motorsports Park-West Tracks (Intermountain Region of the PCA)
Silver Sage Region “Bogus Basin Bacchanalia”, Boise, ID
Miller Motorsports Park-West Tracks (Lapping Days)
Miller Motorsports Park-East Tracks (Intermountain Region of the PCA)
Miller Motorsports Park-West Tracks (Lapping Days)
Miller Motorsports Park-East Tracks (Lapping Days)
Big Sky Region Driver’s Education, Lewistown, MT
Miller Motorsports Park-Full Tracks (Intermountain Region of the PCA)

Photo Credit : Yellowstone Region SCCA

Above: Joe Evers, Big Sky Region at the Yellowstone SCCA Region
Autocross in Billings in September. For 2011 I’m hoping to have a
good turnout of Absaroka members at a local SCCA autocross.
It’s great fun!

Photo Credit : Deutsche Bundesarchiv

Above: 60 Years ago this Month.
Dr. Ing h.c. Ferdinand Porsche
September 3, 1875—January 30
1951

ABS—Membership
Primary Members:
Affiliate Members:
Total Membership:
*as of 1/1/2011
New Members:

42
29
71

ABS/PCA Anniversaries:
 Tom & Sara Neyer, Charter Members, 33 Years
 Bill & Molly Witcher, 31 Years
 Dan Cole, 18 Years
 Rob & Kathy Terry, 12 Years
 Dennis & Marilyn Raffensperger, 4 Years
 Ed Rice, 1 Year

Renewals—Thank You:
 Sandy & Bill Culhane
 Dennis & Marilyn Raffensperger
 Nicholas Heesy & Joyce Starling
Sorry to Lose:
 Joe Evers, Transfer to Big Sky Region

10

Technical Information From Pedro

Absaroka Arrow—Feb/Mar 2011

Over the course of the next few issue we’ll be featuring some technical articles from Pedro Bonilla. I’m hoping you
find them interesting. In return for publishing his work we are featuring an ad from Pedro’s Garage as a quid pro
quo (see page 7). Let us know what you think. Editor

Engine Oil
Published in the January 2010 issue of “Die Porsche Kassette”

In this chapter of our tech articles, let’s talk about a slippery subject: Engine Oil.
And I mean slippery in the full sense of the word because it has been the subject of many, many discussions and opinions. Therefore I’ll try to stick to the facts.
Engine oil is mainly a lubricant, but it also serves several other important functions such as: cooling, cleaning and protecting
from corrosion the different internal engine surfaces that it bathes. To be able to perform these functions, special additives are
mixed into the base oil. These additives are mainly: detergents, multi-viscosity additives, emulsifiers, anti-foaming agents,
polymers, anti-wear formulations such as ZDDP (Zinc DialkylDithioPhosphate), etc.
But some of these additives, such as phosphorus (contained in ZDDP), which is an excellent anti-wear agent, with time, can
also cause damage to the catalytic converters. Because of this, the automobile manufacturers and the emissions- regulating
agencies have forced the oil companies to reduce the amount of phosphorus (and other additives) in their oils.
Products that meet the new ILSAC (International Lubricant Standardization and Approval Committee) GF-4 Specification,
must have phosphorus levels at less than 800 ppm. The ILSAC-G4 Standards was jointly developed and approved by Japan
Automobile Manufacturers Association, DaimlerChrysler, Ford and GM.
Because automobiles and internal combustion engines are used in different and varied environments, from the sub-freezing
arctic to the scorching desert, the engine oil must be able to adapt to those extreme-at-time conditions. Hence the multiviscosity feature which means that the oil will have a particular viscosity at low temperatures and another at high operating
temps.
This is necessary because the oil needs to be thin and circulate through the engine quickly at start up and it must also have
thicker characteristics when hot to provide the needed protection at operating temps.
Viscosity, simply put is how thick or thin an oil is at a certain temperature.
Viscosity ratings are regulated by SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers)
In a particular oil, its viscosity is expressed by numbers and/or letter.
There are single grade (single weight) and multi-grade (multi-weight) oils on the market although the majority of our vehicles
now use multi-grade formulations.
There are also Standard Petroleum Oils, Synthetic Oils and blends of both.
In multi-grade oils, the first number and the letter W (winter) refer to the oil’s viscosity when the oil is cold. For example: 0W, 5W, 10W, 15W, etc., where the higher the number the more viscous the oil is at low temperatures.
The second number refers to the oil’s viscosity at high, operating temperature. For example: 30, 40, 50, etc., and again, where
the higher the number, the higher the viscosity for that temperature range.
Lately, low viscosity (thin) oils have become the OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) norm. This is so, because of two
main reasons:
1.- The lighter the weight of the oil in the engine, the less internal friction there will be which in turn allows the engine to
make a bit more HP and offer a little better MPG numbers. The main reason behind this is that the auto manufacturers are
forced to reach certain environmental CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Economy) numbers.
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

The down side is that the thinner the oil, the less protection it provides, so there’s a very delicate balancing act between an
oil’s weight and the protection it offers the engine components.
2.- Bearing, piston-to-cylinder and gear-to-gear clearances have become smaller because of better metallurgic and manufacturing methods. Using thicker oils may interfere with oil flow and increase oil pressure. In older (worn) engines it’s generally better to use a higher viscosity oil because the clearances have become bigger.
Oil gets degraded with use, mainly because of gasoline and carbon blow-by and because of the high temperatures and pressures it is subjected to.
That’s why oil needs to be changed on a regular basis, to remove all those contaminants which, if left in suspension, in time
will turn the oil acidic, causing then damage (corrosion) to the engine’s internals.
Each manufacturer has an oil change recommendation for each particular model, which, in my opinion, should be the worstcase scenario for replacing.
When the factory fills a car with oil they don’t know under what specific conditions the car will be used, so they use a
“blanket” oil: 0W40. Many people tend to stay with what’s offered by the factory, thus they will replace their oil with the
same, original 0W40 Mobil 1, but based on the above, one should consider one’s physical location (weather) as well as the
type of driving done in order to select the best possible oil.
Many times the particular brand of oil is irrelevant, since they need to be approved under the same regulations, most of the
brands have compatible products with each other, and even though the factory recommends using Mobil 1 oils, they also
produce a “Porsche Approved Oils List” which includes tested and Porsche-approved off-the-rack oils for different regions
of the world.
In our sunny South Florida “paradise” we don’t need to worry about the lower end of the thermometer’s scale, since it will
rarely dip bellow 50 degrees. Because of this we shouldn’t even look at 0-weight oils. Also, the top-end of our thermometer’s scales tend to stay high, especially during the long summer months.
I generally recommend to my local customers 10W40 oil and in my car I personally use 15W50. I find that after 100,000
miles, switching to the heavier multi-viscosity formulations gives better protection against wear because of the looser clearances, it also cuts down on rear main seal leaks and on sporadic puffs of smoke on startups.
For my personal car, a 1998 Boxster, Porsche recommends replacing the oil once every year or 15,000 miles, but in my
Baby the oil and oil filter get changed every 7,500 miles or less. This formula is working just fine, since I just clocked
193,000 smiles on the odometer with almost 12,000 of those being hard track miles.
For the complete Porsche List of Approved Oils and additional information on oil changes and other topics, feel free to visit
the DIY pages of my website: www.PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro
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