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In-house Business
2012-2014 Absaroka Officers / Board
Daniel G. Cole, President
E-mail: Daniel_G_Cole@hotmail.com
Phone: 406.534.3152
Steve Homec, Vice President
E-mail: shomec@farmersagent.com
Phone: 406.
Fred Magers, Treasurer
E-mail: abs.pres@gmail.com
Phone: 406.245.6733
Susan Finn, Secretary
E-mail: safinn@bresnan.net
Phone: 406.

Contents — This Issue
President’s Message/Pushing Limits

3

Absaroka Meeting — February

4

Absaroka Meeting — March

5

Absaroka Meeting — April

6

Absaroka Meeting — May

7

Provisional Calendar 2013

8

Absaroka Sponsors

9

Porsche AG — Birthday News

10-11

PCA Zone 6 Presidents’ Meeting

12

Social Media Update

13

Technical Tips From Pedro’s Garage
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Joann Pintz-Cole, Newsletter Editor
E-mail: pintzcole@bresnan.net
Phone: 406.534.3152

Member Services
Classified Ads
Classified ads are posted in the Absaroka Arrow and the ABS/PCA website
at http://abs.pca.org/. Submit your text and photo (if required) by email to:
Joann Pintz-Cole at pintzcole@bresnan.net. Submit by the 1st of the month
prior to the publication month. The editor reserves the right to edit the ad if it
is over 40 words. The ad is free to members.
ABS/PCA Website
http://abs.pca.org/
ABS/PCA Mailing Address
President
Absaroka Region of Porsche Club of America (ABS/PCA)
1820 Campfire Court
Billings, MT, 56105

Porsche Legal
Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG is the owner of numerous trademarks, both registered and
unregistered, including without limitation the Porsche Crest®, Porsche®, Boxster®, Carrera®, Cayenne®, Cayman™, Panamera®, Tiptronic®, VarioCam®, PCM®, 911®, 4S®,
FOUR, UNCOMPROMISED.SM and the model numbers and distinctive shapes of the
Porsche automobiles such as, the federally registered 911 and Boxster automobiles in the
United States. The third party trademarks contained herein are the properties of their respective owners. Specifications, performance standards, standard equipment, options, and
other elements shown are subject to change without notice. Some options may be unavailable when a car is built. Some vehicles may be shown with non-U.S. equipment. Please ask
your dealer for advice concerning the current availability of options and verify the optional
equipment that you ordered. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic
laws at all times.
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Have Porsche ~ Will Travel.
James Dean Memorial — Chalome, CA
Send us a
photo of
your Porsche’s
recent
travel location and
we’ll select
a photo to
be included
in an upcoming
newsletter.

Advertising Rates
For advertising information, please contact Fred Magers at:
abs.pres@gmail.com
Full page $75, Half page $45, Quarter page $25, Business Card $10
Pricing is per issue.

Editorial Policy
The views or comments expressed in the Absaroka Arrow newsletter are
not necessarily those of the Porsche Club of America or the Absaroka
Region. Absaroka Arrow is published six (6) times a year expressly for
the information and entertainment of the Porsche Club of America - Absaroka Region, its members and supporters. Absaroka Arrow assumes
no responsibility for any submissions. All submissions become property of
Absaroka Arrow unless other arrangements are made with the editor and
president. Reprints from this Newsletter are not permitted without prior
permission from the Editor.
Send editorial submissions to: Jo Pintz-Cole
Phone: 406.534.3152
E-mail: Pintzcole@bresnan.net
Publication dates: 6 times a year
Feb/Mar, Apr/May, Jun/Jul, Aug/Sep, Oct/Nov, Dec/Jan
The latest Absaroka Arrow and the archived back issues are available on
the Internet at: http://issuu.com/absaroka_porsche

Cover Photo: Absaroka members at Yellowstone National Park

Dan Cole Photo
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Pushing Limits
Moin Lieber Porschefahrer und Porschefahrerin!
The Zone 6 President’s Meeting was held
in Bend, Oregon on March 9. As usual it
was a fun time. Each region in our zone
was represented and it’s always a fun time
catching up with friends in the other regions
and meeting the new region presidents.
Our PCA national vice President Caren
Cooper was also present and it was nice to
be able to tell her directly about the good
things we are doing here in our region. I
believe someone from our region’s leadership should attend each year as it is valuable in helping with ideas.
Little Big Horn National Battlefield was
changed up a bit to accommodate those
needing to attend other activities back in
Billings. Five of us were able to get out and
enjoy a short drive through the country. It
was impromptu, but a nice morning none
the less.
The “official” Absaroka driving season kicks
off in April (20th) with our annual tour to the
Paradise Valley and Chico Hot Springs
Resort. This year we change it up with a
drive to Gardiner. There we’ll have lunch at
the K-Bar Pizza. A drive in the park is
sketchy as of this writing because YNP
officials say they don’t have any money to
open for a few weeks later because of
budget woes. If we are able to go into Yellowstone, we unfortunately miss the free
day this year, so unless you have a park
pass, there would be a $25 admission per
car to do so. Afterwards we’ll head back to
Chico for a beverage, soak, or for those
staying overnight, to get checked in. The
overnight and dinner option is sold out.

changes to the tech inspection process you
will need to take into consideration. Specifically, you will need to download a tech
inspection form and have it completed (i.e.
car inspected) 30 DAYS PRIOR to coming
to the DE. Dave Cooley is adamant about
this because of new national DE directives.
It’s real simple; no pre completed tech form
– no DE for you. Registration is on line and
is also a requirement this year. Please do
it before you arrive. The site is secure and
will maintain your privacy.
Finally, the 58th Porsche Parade in Michigan is filling up quickly. Rooms at the Traverse City Resort are sold out and registration is already over 600! Greg Kohn, Graham Beckett and I have registered and are
planning on making the trek east along with
Silver Sager Mark Prusynski from Boise in
his Cayman. It’ll be a long drive, but I’m
sure we’ll make memories along the way.
Thank you also to members Scott Cranston
and Kathy Korum, Ralph McClellan, Greg
Williams and Mary Ronan for their recent
renewals.
Tschϋβ, Dan

The dates for the Big Sky Region’s May DE
in Lewistown are Saturday, May 18 and
Sunday, May 19. Go to the Big Sky’s website for more information as there are some

Absaroka Arrow APR/MAY 2013

3

Absaroka Meeting — February
3rd Annual Baked Potato Meeting, February 16, 2013
Saturday, February 16 was the 3rd annual Baked Potato Bar.
This year the Absaroka region was welcomed to the home of
our long-time friends and now official Absaroka Region members, Graham Beckett and Susan Peacock.
The Baked Potato Bar has become a nice casual get together. In addition to our hosts, enjoying the evening were
Bob and Christine Rosenbaum, Greg and Susan Kohn, Dan
Cole and Jo Pintz-Cole, Bill Windham, Fred Magers and his
daughter Sabrina, Susan Finn, and Stephanie and Daryl
Haider.
For those interested, Graham provided a tour of his garage/
man cave that held his beautiful white 1965 365, which is undergoing some repair work, his red 1974 911 Targa and his
blue 993 coupe. It then dawned on me these are the colors of
Graham’s home Union Jack!
I also learned a piece of interesting trivia while in Graham’s
garage.
Which famous former racing driver has driven/raced in Graham’s 356? (Answer at bottom of page...don’t peek!)
1. Ex-Ferrari driver and 1958 Formula One Champion,
Mike Hawthorne
2. Ex-Lotus driver and 1963 & 1965 Formula 1 World
Champion, Jim Clark
3. Ex-Ferrari driver and winner of both the 1961 GP of
Netherlands and GP of Great Britain, Wolfgang
Reichgraf Berghe von Tripps
4. Ex-Porsche driver and winner of the 1970 & 1971
World Champion of Makes, Pedro Rodriguez
Back inside the group enjoyed nice conversation about a
myriads of topics. Tasty beverages were served and then the
potato bar opened. Susan had prepared some beautiful Idaho
bakers that once covered with the chili and cheese, chicken
fajitas, sour cream, bacon and butter made for a hearty and
delicious meal.
Dessert wasn’t forgotten either as Susan Finn, Susan Kohn
and Christine Rosenbaum each brought some wonderful cupcakes.
Thank you again to our hosts and to all those members who
were able to make it to the Baked Potato Bar.

Photos
Top Right: Hostess, Susan Peacock; Guests, Greg Kohn
and Susan Finn
Middle: Graham and Bill checking out the work on Graham’s
356
Bottom: Bill Windham and Graham Beckett
Answer: #4 - Pedro Rodriguez
Absaroka Arrow APR/MAY 2013

4

Absaroka Meeting — March
Yellowstone County Drive — Old Hardin Road Loop
With several members needing to return to Billings earlier for
other commitments the March Tour to the Little Big Horn was
changed to a nice drive through the back roads of Yellowstone County. The weather was a bit cool, but the roads were
dry and clear. ttending were Greg Kohn, Susan Finn,
Stephanie Haider, Fred Magers and Dan Cole.
Fred Magers in his 944S2 lead the way on the 35 mile route
following the old Hardin Highway 87 to Pryor Creek Road
then back towards Billings on Blue Creek Road.
The drive along the old Hardin Highway has a fun section of
twisting curves and pretty scenery. Turning left onto Pryor
Road the road is a bit bumpy, but offers a scenic drive along
Pryor Creek.

Porsches at the Yellowstone County drive in March.

It was a spirited drive with several fun stretches and one moment of excitement. As the group was dropping down the hill
towards Blue Creek School, a Yellowstone County Sheriff
passed us and then turned around to follow. Luckily, we were
near the speed limit, or at least not too far over it for him to
stop us. Maybe he just liked Porsches and was cutting us a
break.

Route
Taken

After the drive we stopped for some coffee at El Corral. The
one thing we didn’t know at the time was that it was Fred’s
Birthday! Happy Belated Birthday Fred!

Want to Plan a Tour or a Weekend Get-A-Way in Montana?
The first place you should stop when planning your
visit to Montana and the Absaroka Region is to visit
the state of Montana’s Office of Tourism.
If you live in Montana you most likely have noticed
the green Get Lost (In Montana) state of Montana
shaped stickers on the bumpers of vehicles across
the state. This program is designed to promote the
state’s back roads and off-the-beaten-path destinations.
Their website has a wonderful list of interesting
tours and destinations submitted by fellow Montanans to explore and enjoy. They also have a nice
free App for your iPhone. You can get the App via
iTunes.
So if you’re looking for Montana destinations or
want to plan an upcoming trip in your, their website
is a great resource. It also tells you how to get one
of those fun stickers!
Check it out at: http://www.getlostmt.com/ your In-

sider’s Guide to Montana.
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Absaroka Meeting — April

ABSAROKA REGION — Road to Chico V
The annual Absaroka Region’s season kick-off meeting.
Come and meet with friends, old and new.
Join us on Saturday, April 20 for a beautiful drive through
Montana’s Paradise Valley to the northern entrance to Yellowstone National Park in Gardiner, Montana. East River
Road provides a twisting, turning road that is perfect for real
sports cars like ours. The natural beauty of the Paradise Valley, our namesake Absaroka Mountains and the Yellowstone
River accompany you along your drive. Lunch for the group
will be in Gardiner, Montana at the K Bar Pizza.
After a day in your Porsche enjoy an afternoon soak at Montana’s Historical Chico Hot Springs Resort. Sample the waters of Montana’s famous hot springs and enjoy a cool beverage in the Chico Saloon.

Itinerary
9:00 Meet at Off the Leaf, Grand Avenue, Billings
9:30 Depart Billings
10:00 Meet at the I-90/19th Street Rest Area, Bozeman
10:30 Depart Bozeman
11:00 Rendezvous in Livingston, Montana at Albertsons
11:30 Drive to Gardiner, Montana via East River Road
12:00 Lunch at B-Bar Pizza, in Gardiner
1:30 Quick membership meeting
Spring time weather in April is always problematic. It might
rain, snow, be sunny, or all of the above.

Come join us in the Absarokas!
Absaroka Arrow APR/MAY 2013
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Absaroka Meeting — May

May Membership Meeting
Big Sky Region Driver’s Education, Lewistown, MT
Saturday, May 18 & 19
The spring session of the Big Sky Region’s Drivers Education Program
(DE) is the weekend of May 18th and 19th. Driver’s Education is an excellent way to learn to drive your Porsche quickly and in a safe environment.
This year there are some major changes to the program in the area of
technical inspection and registration that you need to be familiar with
PRIOR to your going to the DE.
To register and get all the needed information go to the Big Sky website and follow the links under DE. You will need to download the technical inspection form and have it completed before you come to the
track. All registrations MUST be done online and there are no exceptions to this policy.
The website for the Big Sky Region is: http://bsk.pca.org/DE.htm
Below: Learning the intricacies of the GT3.
Photo by: Evan McCaw, Absaroka Region
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Provisional Calendar 2013 — Regional, Zone 6, PCA National
Jan 12 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM Grains of
Montana, Billings
Feb 9 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM Grains of
Montana, Billings

Jul 21 — Tour of the Big Horns,
Lovell-Greybull-Burgess Loop
Aug 10 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM Grains of
Montana, Billings

Feb 16 — 3rd Spuds Baked Potato Bar, 6:30 Graham and
Susan’s home in Billings

Aug 17 — 6th All Euro Car Show,
Rocky Mountain College, Billings, MT

Mar 9 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM Grains of
Montana, Billings
Mar 9 — PCA Zone 6 President’s Meeting, Bend, Oregon
Mar 16 — Picnic tour to The Little Bighorn Battlefield National
Monument

Aug 22-25 — Dakotas Region — Run For the Hills XI,
Keystone, SD
Sep 7 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Apr 13 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Sep 14 & 15 — Big Sky Region — Drivers Education
Lewistown, MT

Apr 20 — 5th Tour to Chico
Chico Hot Springs Resort, Pray, MT

TBD — Silver Sage Region — Bogus Basin Bacchanalia,
Boise, Idaho

May 11 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Oct 6 — 3rd BBQ at the Prancing Horse & Drive
Bill Windham’s Home, Big Timber, MT

May 18 & 19 — Big Sky Region — Drivers Education
Lewistown, MT

Oct 12 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Jun 8 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Oct 24-27— PCA Escape to LA 2013
Los Angeles, CA

Jun 16 — Brewery Follies
Virginia City, MT

Nov 9 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Jun 23-29 — 58th Porsche Parade,
Traverse City, MT

Nov 30 — Election of New Absaroka Officers

Jul 13 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

Dec 7 — Billings Breakfast Club, 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Grains of Montana, Billings

2013 PCA Escape in Los Angeles, California
Escape to Los Angeles next year is being sponsored by the San Gabriel Valley and Grand Prix PCA Regions. The dates are Oct. 24-27, 2013. There will
be a wide variety of activities including driving tours, sightseeing tours, dinners/banquets, and other aspects common to Escapes.
As plans are finalized, information will be made available through the various
PCA outlets such as PANO, E-Brake News, emails, calendars, etc.

Billings Breakfast Club
The ABS‐PCA meets each 2nd Saturday of the month at
Grains of Montana, 926 Grand Avenue, in Billings at 9:00 AM.
Weather and time permitting, we may go for a short drive afterwards.
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Absaroka Region Sponsors

Absaroka Lapel Pins — Still Available
These beautiful lapel pins are 1” in diameter, nickel plated and enamel. Get
yours to have and share. A perfect way
to show off your Absaroka pride.
$5.00 each.
Contact Dan Cole for details.
Phone: 406.697.1333
Email: daniel_g_cole@hotmail.com
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Porsche AG — Birthday News
Happy 50th Birthday to the Porsche 911
Stuttgart. For five decades, the 911 has been the heart of the
Porsche brand. Few other automobiles in the world can look
back on such a long tradition and such continuity as the Porsche 911. It has been inspiring car enthusiasts the world over
since its debut as the model 901 at the IAA International Automotive Show in September 1963. Today it is considered the
quintessential sports car, the benchmark for all others. The
911 is also the central point of reference for all other Porsche
series. From the Cayenne to the Panamera, every Porsche is
the most sporting automobile in its category, and each one
carries a piece of the 911 philosophy.
Over 820,000 Porsche 911s have been built, making it the
most successful sports car in the world. For each of its seven
generations the engineers in Zuffenhausen and Weissach
have reinvented it, time and time again demonstrating to the
world the innovative power of the Porsche brand. Like no other
vehicle, the 911 reconciles apparent contradictions such as
sportiness and everyday practicality, tradition and innovation,
exclusivity and social acceptance, design and functionality. It
is no wonder that each generation has written its own personal
success story. Ferry Porsche best described its unique qualities: “The 911 is the only car you could drive on an African
safari or at Le Mans, to the theatre or through New York City
traffic.”
In addition to its classic yet unique lines, the Porsche 911 has
always been distinguished by its advanced technology. Many
of the ideas and technologies that made their debut in the Porsche 911 were conceived on the race track. The 911 was
committed to the performance principle from the start, and motor racing is its most important test lab. From the very beginning it has been at home on circuits all over the world, earning
a reputation as a versatile and dependable winner. Indeed, a
good two thirds of Porsche's 30,000 race victories to date
were notched up by the 911.
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How Porsche celebrates the anniversary
For Porsche, the 50th anniversary of this iconic sports car is
the central theme of 2013. There will be a wide variety of anniversary events, starting with the “Retro Classics” automobile
show in Stuttgart. From 7 to 10 March the Porsche Museum
will ring in the anniversary year with four special exhibits, an
early-model 911 Turbo Coupé, a 911 Cabriolet study from
1981, a 1997 street version 911 GT1 and the pre-series Type
754 T7. This chassis by Professor Ferdinand Alexander Porsche was a milestone on the way to the 911 design.
The company is also sending an authentic 1967 model 911 on
a world tour. Over the course of the year, this vintage nineeleven will travel to five continents where it will be shown in
places like Pebble Beach CA, Shanghai, Goodwood UK, Paris
and Australia. As an ambassador for the Porsche brand, this
vintage 911 will be in attendance at many international fairs,
historical rallies and motor sport events. Fans and interested
individuals can follow the car’s progress at www.porsche.com/
follow-911 (end of February).
The Porsche Museum is celebrating “50 years of the Porsche
911” from 4 June through 29 September 2013, with a special
exhibition featuring the history and development of the nineeleven. In the spring the museum’s own publishing house, Edition Porsche-Museum, will publish an anniversary edition entitled “911x911.”
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Birthday News

continued

FROH GEGURTSTAG HANS HERMANN ~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Stuttgart. Hans Herrmann, one of the most successful and
best known works racing drivers at Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG,
will celebrate his 85th birthday on 23 February 2013. Born in
Stuttgart in 1928, this long-distance specialist was considered
one of the most successful and dependable racing drivers of
his era. His motorsports career lasted from 1952 to 1970, during which Hans Herrmann won over 80 overall and class victories.
Hans Herrmann started his racing career in early 1952, piloting
a privately-owned Porsche 356 1500 in mountain races, rallies,
and endurance races. A year later he and Richard von
Frankenberg took overall fifth place in the Lyon-Charbonnieres
rally. Porsche racing chief Huschke von Hanstein thereupon
hired him for the Porsche Works team. Herrmann drove the
550 Spyder at the 1953 24 Hours of Le Mans, and together
with Helmut Glöckler came in first in the 1.5 litre displacement
category right off the bat.
In 1953, at the age of 26 Herrmann won the title of German
Sportscar Champion and got the attention of legendary Mercedes-Benz racing chief Alfred Neubauer, who hired him for
his works team. Hans Herrmann piloted the Mercedes W 196
Silver Arrow in the premier category of motorsports, teaming
with top drivers like Juan Manuel Fangio and Karl Kling. Parallel to that, in 1954 he continued to drive for Porsche in the
smaller displacement categories. In the 550 Spyder he won
widely noted class victories in the Mille Miglia and Carrera
Panamericana.
When Daimler-Benz pulled out of racing in 1955, Herrmann
went on to drive Formula 1 races for Maserati and BRM, as
well as other races as a Borgward works driver. In 1957 he
became European Vice “Bergmeister” - Mountan Champion before returning to the Porsche works team in 1959. Together
with Joakim Bonnier, in 1960 Herrmann took the overall victory
at the Targa Florio in a Porsche 718 RS60 Spyder, and the
Formula 2 championship in a Porsche 718/2. He also won the
12 Hours of Sebring with Olivier Gendebien. In 1963 he left
Porsche KG and joined Carlo Abarth’s racing team.
In 1966 Herrmann returned to the Porsche works team, not
only driving in all the major long-distance races and European
Mountain Championship races, but also doing countless test
drives in Weissach. With pilots Hans Herrmann, Jo Siffert, Vic
Elford and Rolf Stommelen, in 1969 the team took the World
Sports Prototype Championship for the first time. In 1970, at
his eleventh Le Mans race Herrmann capped off his career
with a bang, winning the first overall victory for Zuffenhausen
in a Porsche 917 KH. He took this motorsports achievement as
a suitable time to retire from active racing, after 42 years on
the track. Since then Hans Herrmann has lived with his wife
Magdalena near Stuttgart, successfully operating his company
“Hans Herrmann Autotechnik.” As a pilot of historic racecars,
he also takes part in many vintage car events for the Porsche
Museum.
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2013 PCA Zone 6 Presidents’ Meeting in Bend, Oregon
The Zone 6 Presidents gathered for their annual meeting in Bend, Oregon. This year the meeting was hosted by the members of
the High Desert Region in Oregon. The meeting was held in the beautiful facilities of Carrera Motor’s Club Carrera. This year all
of the Zone’s 15 regions were represented. PCA National Vice President, Caren Cooper, was also at the meeting.
The facility of Club Carrera is beautiful and contains some lucky owners’ automotive treasures. These included a BMW M1, the
original super car; a Porsche Carrera GT once owned by Jerry Seinfeld; a McLaren F1 one of the greatest cars ever built; a Ferrari Lusso that was hidden under a cover, and several other Porsches and BMW 2002.
Zone Rep Dave Cooley lead the discussions that covered all the new PCA items and offered an excellent opportunity to exchange ideas.
It was a great time and really should be attend by at least one member of our region’s leadership each year.
Seated L-R: Randy Cheney, Big Sky; Bill Bauer, Pacific NW;
Dave Cooley, PCA Zone 6 Rep; Alex Eliuk, Polar; Dina
McDonald, VP Wild Rose
Middle: John Macfarlane, VP Canada West; Erwin Kremser,
Canada West; Jon Wyman, Olympic Peninsula; Gary Glover,
Vancouver Island; Keith Martin, Inland NW; Duane Bentley,
BC Interior; Chris Beeson, Silver Sage; Ross Rampy, Cascade
Back: Joe Evers, VP Big Sky; Peter Olson, Membership High
Desert; Brad Blaney, VP Vancouver Island; Dan Cole, Absaroka; Caren Cooper, PCA National Vice President
Missing in the photo: Tim Hagner, High Desert and Scot Thomas, Yellowstone

Club Carrera interesting tenants; BMW 2002, McLaren F1, Porsche
Carrera GT, BMW M1

Classifieds — Absaroka Region
2000 Porsche Carrera Cabriolet
55k miles, 6 Speed, 300HP Flat 6, Silver with Black leather seats, 18" Light Allow Wheels,
AM/FM Radio w/CD Player, Chrome Package, Power seats, built in radar detector, very
sensitive. Rock chip plastic cover on front hood. New Battery. $24,000 Excellent shape.
Call Joe Hayes at 406.208.7638 or email at joeshayes@msn.com.
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Social Media Update: Absaroka Website & Facebook Pages
The Absaroka Region’s webpage is coming along. If you haven’t been there for a while you should look it up and see how it
looks.
There is still a lot to learn about being a webmaster and how to
make the site look professional, current and inviting to current
and future members.
My priority is to keep the calendar, president’s message, and
upcoming events pages current so that members can go to one
spot to see what is happening and when.
Ultimately I’d like to see a secure area for members. There is
also a blog feature we can install for the writers amongst us to
share their Porsche journalistic prowess.
Those of you with a smart phone can scan the QR bar code
and it will direct you to the Absaroka website.

Remember we have a Facebook page for those of you who
enjoy that form of communication too. The page is closed to
members of the region only, with exceptions for PCA national
folks and some Porsche advertisers like Sunset Porsche.
If you’re a Facebook subscriber and not a member and want
to be, just click to join and you’ll be approved straight away.
Feel free to post your Porsche pictures.
Have fun ~ Dan

ABS Membership
Primary Members:
Affiliate Members:
Total Membership:
*as of 03/01/2013

59
44
103

New Members: Graham Beckett & Susan Peacock
Renewals: James & Karen Grace, Jeff Walker
ABS/PCA Anniversaries:
Dennis & Sandi Zeiler
Scott & Tonna Zieske
Jeanette & Art Armstrong
Bill & Anita Grunstead
Fred Magers
Micah & Leslie Jones
Robert & Jana Stockdale
Jerry Jones
Jesse Kloberdanz
John & Corrine Denegre
Shane & Natalie Lorenz
Max & Greg Munson
Charles Murray & Tim Hogan
Bob & Christine Rosenbaum
John Shaffer
Ben Van Beek
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28
13
10
9
9
8
7
6
4
2
2
1
1
1
1
1

This space is available for your advertising.
Price for your business card is only
$10 per issue.
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Technical Tips From Pedro’s Garage
The Battery

Pedro P. Bonilla (GCR PCA)

Published in the October 2010 issue of “Die Porsche Kassette”
Our car’s batteries use technology invented in 1860 by
Gaston Planté and they are of the 12 volt, lead-acid,
starting type.
The traditional 12 volt lead acid battery is actually made
up of six identical 2 volt cells. Each cell is made up of
lead plates of different composition, immersed in dilute
sulphuric acid.
Lead dioxide (PbO2) plates are connected to the positive terminal of the cell and react with the sulphuric acid
(H2SO4) to form lead sulphate and give up electrons.
The negative terminal of the cell is connected to pure
lead (Pb) plates which react with the sulphate ions to
also form lead sulphate.
The pure lead plates supply two positive charges and
are left negatively charged.
The stream of electrons passing from the lead-oxide
plates to the pure lead plates is the electric current generated by the cell.

These types of batteries, like everything else, have their
pros and cons.

When the battery is recharged, the lead sulphate in
each cell is broken down resulting in lead dioxide being
redeposited onto the positive electrode, and lead being
deposited onto the negative electrode.

In order to prolong the battery’s life you need to charge
it immediately after use. They will last longer with partial discharge rather than a full discharge. The best
charging method is a constant voltage followed by a
float charge. Unfortunately a fast charge is not possible.

Starter batteries are made up of many thin lead plates
which enable them to discharge a lot of energy very
quickly which is what’s required by a vehicle’s starter
motor which must turn over the engine in order to start it.
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The vehicle’s alternator is actually the battery’s
charger. As soon as the car’s engine starts, the alternator starts sending an electric current back to the battery,
which keeps it fully charged and ready for the next engine start.
When charging, be it by the vehicle’s alternator or by an
outside charger the battery slowly looses water due to
evaporation and therefore needs periodic maintenance. Regularly check the volume of electrolyte in
each cell and top off as necessary with distilled water.
There’s newer battery technology on the market
(Absorbed Glass Matt - AGM) which requires no maintenance and has eliminated quite a few of the cons of
the traditional lead-acid battery, such as: has better
weigh-to-power ratio, can be placed in any position,
even upside down, higher tolerance to vibration and
shock, will not leak or out gas, needs no vent, is completely sealed, has a lower rate of self-discharge, and
lasts longer.
14

Technical Tips

continued

In these AGM type batteries the lead plates and the
separator are wound and tightly compressed into a cell
tube so they can’t move, shed, or break even in severe
shock and vibration applications and the separator,
which is an absorbent glass matt, holds the electrolyte
like a sponge so it can’t spill. Their main drawbacks are
higher cost and unique shape which needs special
adaptors and plates to safely mount in our vehicles.
If you are storing a battery for an extended period, it is
recommended that it be stored in a cool, dry place, off
the floor and connected to a smart charger such as the
CTEK Multi US 3300 which will apply a constant voltage
until the battery fully charges, then maintains a float or
trickle charge to keep it at its peak.
If you want to find out more about Batteries and how to
make them last longer in your Porsche, please visit our
website: www.PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Boxstering,
Pedro
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Absaroka Arrow
daniel_g_cole@hotmail.com
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